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Connection do exist: our arts, our philosophies, our literature are the
product of human minds interacting with one another, and the human mind
is a product of human brain, which is organized in part by the human
genome and has evolved by the physical process of evolution.
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T Not in Our Genes: Biology, Ideology and Human Nature, Reviewed by Richard Dawkins in
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SIZABLE BRAIN VARIATION

Anatomical differences occurin everylobe

of male and female brains. Forinstance, ::;E"JT“" Frontal
when Jill M. Goldstein of Harvard Medical School lobe
andher co-workers measured the volume of

selected areas of the cortexrelative tothe
overall volume of the cerebrum, they found
thatmany regions are proportionally largerin
fernales than in males but thatother areas are
larperinmales [below]. Whether the anatomical Temporal
divergence resultsin differencesin cognitive lobe
ability is unknown.

Occipital
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‘Surely no one has ever seriously doubted that men desire young, beautiful
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WIRED PREFERENCES?

Vervetmonkeys observed by Gerianne M.
Alexander of Texas ABM University and Melissa
Hines of City University London displayed toy
preferences that fitthe stereatypes of human
boys and girls: the males [top photograph) spent
more time in contact with trucks, forexample,
whereas the females [bottom photograph)
engaged more with dolls [graphs]. Such patterns
imply that the choices made by human children
maystem in part from their neural wiring and not
strictly from their upbringing.
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It is terribly tempting, as human beings, to embrace such as evolutionary
scenario because, it justifies’ a prejudice in favor of male philandering, or
reject it because it 'undermines the presence for sexual equality. But it
does neither. It says, absolutely nothing about what is right or wrong. | am
trying to describe the nature of humans, NOT to prescribe their morality.
That something is natural, does not make it right. Murder is 'natural’ in the
sense that our ape relatives commit it regularly, as apparently did our
human ancestors too. Prejudice, hate, violence, cruelty - all are more or
less part of our nature, and all can be effectively countered by the right
kind of nature. Nature is not inflexible, but malleable.
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